Consumption of High Dosage Buprenorphine in Subjects Included in the French OPPIDUM Program, from 2006 to 2008, since Generics Introduction
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Background: The harm reduction policy in France includes diffusion of methadone since 1995, and High Dosage Buprenorphine (HDB) since 1996, for dependent opiate users. It involves positive public health consequences. However, diversion and abuse, especially for HDB, have been noted. Since 2006, in France, the patent of HDB is part of the public domain. Then generics HDB have been launch, the first one in April 2006 and a second one in April 2007.

Objectives: The study aim is to compare socio-demographic and HDB consumption characteristics between two subgroups, branded and generic HDB users in 2008.

Methods: The OPPIDUM program, an annual national multi-centric survey, based on subjects presenting a drug dependency or benefiting of a maintenance treatment for opiate dependence attending specialized care centres. Data are collected by a questionnaire on socio-demographic variables and drugs used during the week preceding the interview. This work focus on subjects using HDB as part of a protocol, included in the survey in 2008.

Results: Among HDB users (n=1604), generic HDB users represent 33.2% in 2008. Between generic and branded HDB users, no significant differences are found regarding the very precarious situation (respectively 5.9% and 7.2%) and the professional activity (respectively 50.2% and 45.6%). Heroin users are less represented in generic HDB subgroup than in branded HDB subgroup (respectively 10.3% and 15.1%, p=0.008), as for cocaine users (respectively 7.5% and 12.0%, p=0.006). Concerning the consumption characteristics, nasal use (5.3%) and intravenous use (4.9%) are lower for generic HDB than for branded HDB (8.8% for nasal use, p=0.011 and 8.8% for intravenous use, p=0.005). 

Conclusion: The penetration rate of generic HDB estimated in OPPIDUM is similar to the national rate estimation by health insurance. This rate is still low compared to the global generic penetration rate in France, which was over 80% in 2007. Results showed that abuse and diversion of generic HDB existed in 2008, but are still more limited than for branded HDB.

